
   

 

Colorado Safe Routes to School 
NEIGHBORHOOD TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS  

COMING YOUR WAY! 
 

 
As part of the Safe Routes to School Program, the City of Colorado Springs is planning construction along    
Van Buren Street from Templeton Gap to Circle Drive. These modifications will improve safety for people on 
foot, on bikes, and in vehicles for the entire neighborhood, focusing on Mann Middle School, Stratton and 
Audubon Elementary Schools and the neighboring Evangelical Christian Academy.  
 
While many adults remember being able to bike or walk to school, most kids today are driven to school and 
just about everywhere else. The Safe Routes to School program is a great way to get kids excited about 
walking and biking to school and teach them how to do so safely. This project includes improvements for both 
children and adults to feel safer traveling through their neighborhood.  Funded through a Safe Routes to 
School grant, Van Buren Corridor transportation improvements include: 
 

 Modified roadway striping on Van Buren Street from its current configuration of two travel lanes in each 
direction to one travel lane in each direction, plus a center turn lane. Parking will not be affected.  

 For people in vehicles, the project adds a center turn lane for safer left turns and reduces the 
number of travel lanes to manage speeds.  

 For people on foot, the project improves crossings and adds curb ramps, and other improvements, 
so all people can walk more easily along Van Buren.  

 For people on bikes, the project includes bike lanes to provide dedicated space and predictability. 

 Together, these features will give a more neighborhood feel to the roadway and promote safety 
along a corridor that serves many local schools. 

 A fully accessible walk-to-school route along Van Buren.  The city will construct accessible ramps and alley 
crossings east and west, replace severely dilapidated sidewalk sections, and shorten the crossings at Mann 
Middle School and Audubon Elementary, lessening crossing students’ exposure to motor vehicle traffic. 

 Bicycle lanes to connect with an identified bicycle route on Holiday Lane to the east of Circle Drive, existing 
bike lanes on Templeton Gap Road and planned bicycle lanes on Patrician Way. 

 The City is partnering with Drive Smart Colorado (DSC) and with Kids on Bikes (KOB) to bring age-appropriate 
bicycle education outreach to all four schools. 

 
Construction is scheduled to begin this summer and take approximately 4 to 5 months.   

Once complete, “Walk to School” day activities will be planned. 
For more information: ColoradoSprings.gov/SRTSVanBuren 
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